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Contributor Publication Agreement
Agreement date: __________________    Story title: _______________________________________
Author legal name: ______________________________    Published byline: __________________________
This Contributor Publication Agreement (“Agreement”) is between Sean Patrick Maiorca, operating as Astounding Outpost (“Publisher”), and the undersigned contributor (“Author”), regarding the literary work identified above (“Work”).
1. Copyright and Ownership
The Author retains full copyright ownership of the Work. This Agreement is a limited license, not a transfer of copyright ownership, and does not constitute a work made for hire. All rights not expressly granted remain with the Author.
2. Initial Publication Rights
The Author grants Publisher exclusive English-language rights to reproduce, distribute, publish, and publicly display the Work on the Astounding Outpost website and its associated online literary publication for twelve (12) months beginning on the date of first publication.
During that period, the Author will not authorize the same Work to appear on another English-language literary website, online magazine, or comparable digital publication without Publisher’s written permission. This exclusivity does not cover standalone print books, audio, dramatic adaptations, translations, or other rights reserved in Section 12. The two nonexclusive collection licenses in Section 4 are separate from this online license. Each collection may be published only after the Work first appears on the Astounding Outpost website.
3. After the Exclusive Period and Archives
After twelve (12) months, the online publication license automatically becomes nonexclusive; the Author may republish or license the Work elsewhere. Publisher retains an ongoing nonexclusive license to keep the originally published Work available in its online archives and maintain customary backup and preservation copies. Acknowledging Astounding Outpost as the first publisher in later republications is appreciated but not mandatory.
4. Periodical and Themed Anthology Licenses
The Author grants Publisher two separate, nonexclusive licenses: (a) inclusion of the Work in one (1) regular Astounding Outpost periodical issue or volume (the "Periodical"), meaning a single identified issue or volume of its recurring literary publication; and (b) inclusion of the Work in one (1) themed anthology under the Astounding Outpost name or imprint (the "Themed Anthology"), meaning a separately titled collection organized around a theme, such as Midnight Blood. Together these are the "Collections." A Periodical is distinct from a Themed Anthology; each license permits one inclusion only. Both Collections may combine external submissions, Outpost originals, and public-domain classics.
For each Collection, the license covers worldwide English-language publication, sale, and distribution in paperback, hardcover, print-on-demand, ebook, and limited, numbered, collector, or other special editions. Distribution for BOTH Collections includes Amazon Kindle Direct Publishing (KDP) print on demand and ebooks as appropriate, plus special or collector editions fulfilled by BookVault for Astounding Outpost direct sales. Publisher may choose each Collection's title, cover, price, release schedule, and distribution services and must credit the Author. Different formats, bindings, covers, printing methods, special editions, and subsequent printings of substantially the same identified Periodical or Themed Anthology do not count as another inclusion. Including the Work in another periodical issue or volume, another themed anthology, or a substantially reassembled collection requires the Author's separate written permission.
Publisher must first publish the Periodical containing the Work within five (5) years after the Work's initial Astounding Outpost website publication, or the unused Periodical license expires. Independently, Publisher must first publish the Themed Anthology containing the Work within five (5) years after that same website publication, or the unused Themed Anthology license expires. Timely use of one license does not exercise or extend the other. If a license is exercised on time, reprints and distribution of that Collection remain permitted subject to Section 11.
5. Royalty Sharing
For each authorized Collection separately, Publisher will retain ten percent (10%) of Net Sales Receipts and allocate the remaining ninety percent (90%) equally among that Collection's Contributing Authors. Each Contributing Author's royalty percentage is 90% divided by the total number of Contributing Authors in that Collection. For example, with ten Contributing Authors, each receives 9% of that Collection's Net Sales Receipts. The same split applies to all authorized formats, editions, and subsequent printings, including KDP sales and BookVault-fulfilled direct sales.
"Net Sales Receipts" means money actually received by Publisher from sales of the Collection, less only sales taxes, refunds and chargebacks, retailer or distribution commissions, payment processing fees, and direct printing and order fulfillment costs attributable to those sales. Amounts already withheld before Publisher receives payment will not be deducted again. General overhead, editing, cover design, and marketing expenses will not be deducted from this royalty base.
"Contributing Authors" means the living authors or other contracting author rights holders whose licensed literary contributions are included in the Collection, including external submissions and Outpost originals. Each author counts once, regardless of the number of contributions or bylines. Public-domain classics do not count as Contributing Authors and receive no share; their inclusion does not increase Publisher's 10% share. Publisher will identify the Contributing Authors and confirm the Author's resulting percentage in writing before the Collection is first offered for sale. That percentage applies to all formats and printings of the same Collection; changes require written agreement.
No advance, flat fee, minimum royalty, sales volume, or earnings amount is guaranteed. Royalties are owed only on actual Net Sales Receipts; if there are no Net Sales Receipts, no royalty is payable. No separate payment is owed for initial website publication or archival display. Any future hybrid payment arrangement requires a separate written agreement and will not replace this royalty split without the Author's written consent.
Publisher will provide the Author one complimentary digital copy of each Collection when a digital copy becomes available. The Author is never required to buy a copy.
6. Editing and Editorial Standards
Publisher may correct spelling, punctuation, grammar, typography, and formatting without separate approval provided the Author’s meaning and voice are preserved. Substantial changes to plot, dialogue, characters, themes, or ending require Author approval. Publisher may request revisions, and may decline publication if the Work does not meet its editorial standards. Astounding Outpost generally seeks material appropriate for a PG-13 audience as explained in its submission guidelines.
7. Originality and Artificial Intelligence
The Author represents that the Work is original human-authored fiction except for properly authorized or disclosed material. AI assistance for research, brainstorming, proofreading, grammar, and editorial suggestions is allowed; fiction substantially generated by AI and represented as human-authored fiction is not. The Author will disclose material generative-AI use upon reasonable request.
Publisher will not knowingly sell or license the Work to third parties specifically to train generative-AI models without the Author’s separate written consent. Publisher cannot guarantee that independent third parties will not scrape or misuse publicly available material.
8. Attribution and Promotion
Publisher will credit the Author using the agreed byline. Author permits Publisher to use the Work’s title, short excerpts, and approved biography or photograph to promote the Work, its original publication, or either authorized Collection via the site, newsletters, social media, advertising, and retailer descriptions. Publisher will not voluntarily publicize the Author’s legal identity where a pen name is agreed, except as required by law.
9. Author Warranties
The Author represents that they have authority to grant these rights; that, to their knowledge, publication will not violate third-party copyrights or other legally protected rights; that needed permissions have been secured; and that conflicting prior publication or licenses have been disclosed. The Author will promptly notify Publisher of credible claims affecting the Work. Publisher may suspend publication while reasonably investigating legal concerns.
10. Publication Timing and Cancellation
Publisher controls editorial acceptance and scheduling. If the Work is not first published within twelve (12) months after signing, the Author may withdraw by written notice, terminating all unexercised grants under this Agreement. Before first publication, the parties may also cancel by mutual written agreement. Publisher may decline or remove material reasonably believed to violate law or its stated editorial policies.
11. Removal and Collection Termination
After the initial exclusive period, the Author may ask Publisher to remove the Work from the website. Publisher will consider the request in good faith, but its archive license continues unless the parties agree in writing otherwise or the law requires removal.
For each Collection independently, beginning ten (10) years after that Collection's first publication containing the Work, the Author may terminate future production and distribution of that Collection on ninety (90) days' written notice. After termination becomes effective, Publisher will make no new printings of that Collection and will stop offering new ebook copies; physical copies of that Collection already in stock may be sold for up to twelve (12) further months. Termination of one Collection license does not terminate the other. Copies lawfully sold before termination remain unaffected. Nonwaivable statutory termination rights are preserved.
12. Reserved Rights and Territory
These grants apply worldwide, in English only. Except for the specific online, one-Periodical, and one-Themed-Anthology rights above, Author reserves standalone book and ebook publication, audio, radio and dramatic, film and television, translation, and all other periodical and anthology rights. Publisher may use ordinary printers, retailers, ebook platforms, fulfillment providers, and distributors to exercise its licenses but may not sell the Author’s underlying copyright or grant unrelated rights without separate written consent.
13. Notices, Amendments, and Entire Agreement
Written notices may be delivered to the parties’ designated email addresses. Changes require written agreement of both parties. Electronic signatures and exchanged signed copies may be used where legally valid. If one provision is unenforceable, the rest remains effective to the extent permitted by law. This Agreement is the entire agreement concerning the rights granted in this Work and replaces prior discussions of those rights.
14. Governing Law
This Agreement is governed by the laws of the State of [STATE], together with applicable United States federal copyright law, without regard to conflict-of-law rules.
Acceptance and Signatures
By signing, each party acknowledges having read and agreed to this Agreement.
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